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people to produce rain and thunder." The symbolic treatment of thunder 
in art is curious. Even the musk-deer, " under the pressure of the leading 
gallinaceous motive, undergoes such conventional transformations, espe- 
cially in its double character, that the difference between the construction 
of its forms and those of the cock is hardly perceptible." In the decora- 
tive art of the tribes of the Amur " leaves and floral forms occur partly as 
independent ornaments in connection with other elements, partly in close 
combination with the cock and fish ornaments." The purely conventional 
forms of leaf-patterns are probably of Sino-Japanese origin. In the art of 
the Ainu of Saghalin, the author detects three blended elements — "a 
special overwhelming Japanese influence ; loans from the neighboring 
Amur tribes ; and perhaps certain dregs of their artistic ideas, which are 
to be considered almost wholly their own property." With respect to color 
it may be said of the Amur tribes that " the more the natives are in con- 
tact with the Chinese, the nearer they dwell to a centre of Chinese culture, 
the more splendidly developed in beauty of color are their works ; while 
the farther one recedes from that centre, the poorer the color-sense seems 
to grow, and at last to vanish almost entirely." The paper patterns seem 
to have a special development among these tribes, and " many women re- 
tain in their memories a great variety of patterns, and cut them with a 
speed and dexterity that are worthy of admiration." This monograph is 
of value to students of American Indian art, in that it suggests what would 
have happened had any well-defined Chinese influence been present upon 
the Northwest Pacific coast. 

Apart from the special data in these pages, the following observation of 
the author on the broader human question involved is worth reproducing 
here : — 

" The question may arise as to whether people, like the Gold, who are 
able to produce such fine work, may justly be classed among primitive 
tribes. The Gold, at all events, are promising, and some time or other 
will undeniably advance to the rank of a civilized nation, like their ances- 
tral relations, the Niiichi and Manchu, but under more peaceable circum- 
stances, relying on the cultivation of the soil, industry, and fine arts. There 
is no doubt but that they are chosen for their share in civilization, and that 
they will still have a future, if only the Russian government will continue 
to lend its assistance in improving the economic life-conditions of this in- 
telligent tribe, which numbers so many good-natured and highly-gifted 
individuals " (p. 79). 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 

Der Menschheitsgedanke durch Raum und Zeit. Ein Beitrag zur An- 
thropologic und Ethnologie in der " Lehre vom Menschen." A. Bas- 
tian. Berlin : 1901. F. Diimmlers Verlagsbuchhandlung. 2 Bde. 
Pp. 246, 257+35. 

In characteristic fashion the doyen of German ethnologists treats of fate, 
deity, soul, right, feeling, force and matter, thought, being, the corporeal, 
metempsychosis, God, causality, the demiurge, songs of origin, the first 
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man, the grandmothers, rebirths, genius, social life, the sinful, mechanism, 
childhood, paradise, the road to Heaven, mundus vult decipi, man and his 
gods, traditional religion, trespasses, society, fasts and purifications, mental 
activity, causality, psychology, the Zoon politikon, metaphor, anthropo- 
morphizing, a new faith, parallels, purpose, freedom. There is a large 
amount of valuable and useful information and interpretation in these two 
volumes. A different arrangement of form and matter would make it ac- 
cessible to those not acquainted with the author's peculiar style and meth- 
ods of composition. There is much here for the psychologist and the 
folklorist who will seek it out. 

A. F. C. 
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